$155 IN SAVINGS 


That’s the value of the coupons 
you'll find inside today’s paper. 


CHRISTCHURCH ATTACK 


On anniversary of mosque attack, New 
Zealanders to commemorate 51 who died. All 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Nine new confirmed cases in state 


Lamont acts to further limit gatherings, 
ease family aid and child care access 


By REBECCA LURYE 
AND JOSH KOVNER 


As Gov. Ned Lamont an- 
nounced additional steps to limit 
the spread of the potentially fatal 
coronavirus, the state confirmed 
Saturday afternoon that nine addi- 
tional Connecticut residents have 
tested positive for COVID-19, 
bringing the total number of 
confirmed cases to 20. 

Approximately three-quarters 
of the known cases are in Fairfield 
County, but because of limitations 
in testing, public health experts 
say there are far more cases than 


those confirmed so far. 

The total includes three cases 
announced by Yale-New Haven 
Hospital Saturday — two patients 
and the network’s nursing chief, 
Beth Beckman. Beckman is iso- 
lated at home. Separately, Yale 
University said a member of its 
community has preliminarily 
tested positive for COVID~19. 

“The number of cases an- 
nounced today reinforces for us 
what we already knew was going 
to happen: This virus is spreading, 
and it is here in Connecticut,” 


Turn to Virus, Page A8 
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Connecticut casinos have begun 
calling off events and closing 
some gaming rooms to limit the 
spread of coronavirus, a step short 
of the Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission’s decision Saturday 
to suspend all casino operations. 


SURPRISE UCONN LOSS 


UConn junior Megan Walker to forgo 
senior season to enter WNBA. El 
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Sey. Highs near 50 before 
eṣ ^ sharp overnight dip. A2 
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Trump expands Europe travel ban 


By COLLEEN LONG, 
MICHAEL BALSAMO 
AND AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump announced Sat- 
urday that the United States will 
expand its European travel re- 
strictions to include Britain and 
Ireland as the U.S., armed with 
new tools against the pandemic, 
braced for it to get worse before it 
gets better. 

The government’s top infection 
expert warned that COVID-19 
may surge within the nation in 
coming days. 

Under the restrictions on Euro- 


More coverage 


Doctor says Trump tests negative 
for coronavirus. Page A4 


pean travel, American citizens, 
legal permanent residents and 
others are still allowed to return 
home to the US., but will be 
funneled to 13 airports and be 
subjected to health screenings and 
quarantine orders. 

“If you don’t have to travel, I 
wouldn’t do it? Trump said. 

Earlier Saturday, the House 
approved legislation to provide 
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BRAD HORRIGAN/HARTFORD COURANT 


UConn freshmen Cameron Casey, left, and Lexi Yurczyk, both of Cheshire, leave Beecher Residence 
Hall for spring break Friday afternoon. UConn has advised students to bring all academic materials 
with them on break as COVID-19 concerns will shift classes to virtual or online-only. 
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Gov. Ned Lamont speaks Thursday at Protein Sciences lab in 
Meriden, where a coronavirus vaccine is being developed. 
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Bristol Hospital nurses process a patient through a COVID-19 
testing facility that has been set up in the hospital’s parking lot. 
Patients are allowed to enter if their doctor has ordered a test. 


FACING A NEW NORMAL 


From canceled trips to hospital visits, coronavirus is changing everyday life for Connecticut residents 


By MICHAEL HAMAD 


As the growing threat of coronavirus 
profoundly reshapes everyday life in 
Connecticut, residents are working at 
home, worrying about loved ones in 
hospitals and nursing homes, struggling 
to find child care for kids out of school, 
skipping the gym, canceling costly 
vacations and much more. 

Erick Olsen, 50, a pastor at Church of 
Christ Congregational in Norfolk, ex- 


pressed concern for his parents — Roald, 
81, and Sue, 76, who suffers from 
Alzheimer’s disease — who are facing 
the new normal in an assisted living 
community in Torrington. 

“(The facility] doesn’t want anybody 
taken to a place where there’s going to 
be more than 100 people or so, coming 
back with something and introducing it 
to this completely elderly, at-risk com- 
munity,’ Olsen said. “I get that. I just 
hope my parents understand that this is 


out of our hands.” 

For many, Wednesday felt like a 
turning point. As former Alaska gover- 
nor Sarah Palin rapped to “Baby’s Got 
Back” on The Masked Singer, President 
Trump announced a 30-day ban on 
foreign visitors from much of Europe. 
Word spread across Twitter that actors 
Tom Hanks and Rita Wilson has tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Lines swelled at supermarkets and 
big box retailers, as dozens of grocery 


stores made efforts to keep up with the 
demand for bottled water, toilet paper 
and other items. 

“I don’t think I’ve seen anything like 
this in my lifetime,’ Dr. Laura Saunders, 
a psychologist at the Institute of Living 
in Hartford, said. “This is so brand new 
to Connecticut that people don’t neces- 
sarily have any connection to it yet. It’s 
still too ethereal. A lot of these restric- 
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Hartford HealthCare plan 
would add hundreds of jobs 


New venture studio 
downtown is part of 
$24M renovation 


By KENNETH R. GOSSELIN 


HARTFORD — Hartford 
HealthCare will bring 700 employ- 
ees into the heart of downtown 
Hartford beginning in June, part of 
a $24 million renovation of the 
office complex on the prominent 
corner of Pearl and Trumbull 


aspirations to become a center of 
innovation. 

The parent of Hartford Hospital 
and six other hospitals around the 
state will consolidate 400 employ- 
ees from other locations into the 
building at 100 Pearl St. and create 
another 300 jobs in a new “access 
center” that will eventually coor- 
dinate care and scheduling of 
patient visits across the health 
system’s 400 locations in Connecti- 
cut. 

The cost of the renovations will 
be shared by Hartford HealthCare 
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MARK LENNIHAN/AP 
Local stocks watch 
Anew weekly feature begins in today’s 
Courant, detailing the trends of stocks 
of local interest. You can find it every 
week in SundayCT, Page B4 
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